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Bible Story: What Is God’s Kingdom? The Stories of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast ® Matthew 13:37-34

Bottom Line: Jesus shows us God’s kingdom.
Conversation Starter: What is God’s kingdom?

Monthly Memory Verse: “May your kingdom come. May what you want to happen be done on

earth as itis done in heaven.” ® Matthew 6:10 NIrV

Notes

e Blue textis a cue for audio and visual slides.

e Red text /s fornonverbal cues.

GAME/STORY SUPPLIES
e Bible

WORSHIP

Inclusive Pro Tips %

Loud sounds, bright lights,
and large groups can be
overwhelming or overstimulating
for some children, To create
a more inclusive large group
experience, consider offering
adaptive tools like nolse-
canceling headphones,
sunglasses, sensory-friendly
ltems, or access to modified
spaces.



Upper Elementary
Large Group

WELCOME

Show Series Graphic: KingdomQuest

Hi, friends! Welcome to Flatirons Kids!! It's Move Up month! We have kids who are new to our room! I'm so
glad you're here today. It's finally SUMMER and we are going to have an amazing time! You know what,
before we go any further, I've got some VERY important questions. Raise your hand if this is you.

Let’'s go! This summer, our theme is ‘Kingdom Quest,” and the full name of our series is ‘Kingdom Quest—
Seeking the Greatest Treasure.” We're going to discover some pretty amazing stories Jesus told that help us
learn about God’s kingdom. I'm so excited!

GAME TIME
To get us started, we’re going to play a game .....

Show Graphic: Zoomed-In Summer Mystery

Alright everyone—it’s time for ZOOMED-IN SUMMER MYSTERY! I’m about to show you some super close-
up pictures of summer stuff. Yourjob is to figure out what it is before anyone else! Some are easy... some
are going to make you say, ‘WAIT... WHAT IS THAT?!’”

Get ready... shout it out when you think you know it!

Put one zoomed-in image on the screen. Give kids 5-10 seconds to shout guesses. Encourage funny
wrong answers to build energy, then reveal the full image

Images:
Marshmallow
Grilled corn
Flipflops
Snow cone
Beach towel

Thanks for playing! Let’s get ready to worship together!




WORSHIP

Here’s the thing about worship: we’re not just singing words on a screen. Worship is reminding ourselves
of what’s true—what’s true about God, what’s true about how much He loves us, and what’s true about
how He never stops working in our lives. Even when things don’t make sense, God is still faithful. Let’s
sing!

Show Worship: Alive
Show Worship: Wake

I love worshipping God with you all! And here’s the best part: Worship doesn’t end when the music stops.
You can keep worshiping God throughout your week by the choices you make, the way you treat people,
and the way you trust Him in moments that feel small or challenging. Let’s go ahead and sit down and get
ready for our Bible lesson.

INTRO

Show Series Graphic: KingdomQuest

When most of us hear the word ‘kingdom,’ we picture something huge and dramatic. Castles. Thrones.
Knights. Maybe even a giant flag waving in the wind. But Jesus talked about God’s kingdom in a way that
made people stop and say, ‘Wait, what?’

Have you ever had a moment when something seemed small, so small you barely noticed it, but later on,
you realized it mattered more than you thought? Maybe someone said one encouraging sentence that
changed your whole day. Or you made a tiny choice that ended up affecting a whole situation. Or maybe
something started out ordinary but turned into something way bigger than you expected. Those moments
don’t feel very important at the time. But later, you realize that it actually mattered.

(HOLD UP BIBLE.) Today’s true story from the Bible is in the book of Matthew. We’re going to hear how
Jesus explained God’s kingdom in a really surprising way. He used stories, called parables, to show us
something HUGE ... by starting with something incredibly small.

Let’s check out our video!

BIBLE TRUTH

Show Video: Video WK1 So&SoShow

APPLICATION

Show Series Graphic: KingdomQuest

Today’s Bible Story reminds us that God’s kingdom may have started small, but it was going to grow big!
A tiny seed becomes a massive tree. A little yeast transforms the entire dough. And it did!



That’s what God’s kingdom is like. We who follow Jesus are a part of something huge, and that’s so
exciting! Let’s keep on pointing to the kingdom of God.

I’m so grateful Jesus came and taught us this about God’s kingdom. There’s so much we wouldn’t know
about God’s kingdom unless Jesus told us! You see, Jesus is God, and He came from where God lives.
While Jesus was on earth, He taught us about things of God. He came and taught us about God’s
kingdom.

That’s exactly what our Bottom Line for this week says:

Show Graphic: WK1_Bottom Line

[Bottom Line] Jesus shows us God’s kingdom.

Say that with me! (Repeat with leaders and kids)

Remember, the mustard seed didn’t look like much. The yeast didn’t look like much. And honestly? The
start of the Church didn’t look like much either. Just a small group of people following Jesus. But God
took that small beginning ... and grew it into something massive. And that means something huge for you:
If you follow Jesus, you are part of God’s kingdom. Right now. Today. Your choices, your words, and your
faith are part of what God uses to show His kingdom to the world.

You can point to God’s kingdom through your actions. And don’t overlook the small things. Don’t assume
your actions don’t matter. Don’t assume God isn’t working because you can’t see the whole picture yet.
A lot of God’s best work starts beneath the surface ... and then grows into something bigger than you
imagined. And wow, is it amazing!

Our Memory Verse this month isn’t just something to memorize; it’s something to pray, something to
trust, and something we can come back to all throughout our lives. It’s something Jesus taught His
followers, and we’re going to hold on to it all month long. It’s Matthew 6:10, and it says:

Show Verse: Matthew 6:10 NIrV

May your kingdom come. May what you want to happen be done on earth as it is done in heaven.
Matthew 6:10 NIrV

(Repeat several times with kids and leaders)

You don’t have to make the kingdom grow. That’s God’s job. Keep following Him, keep taking those small
steps and pointing to His kingdom throughout your day, and leave the growing part to Him!

Before we head to small groups, | want to leave you with one last question to think about.

Show Conversation Starter: WK1



What is God’s kingdom?“That’s a really good question. What is God’s kingdom that Jesus came to show
us?

As you head to small groups today, think about this question honestly. What do you think God’s kingdom
is? What do you think it looks like? How does it show up? That’s one of the things your group is going to
talk about.

Let’s take a moment and talk to the King of this kingdom, friends.

PRAYER

Jesus, thank You for showing us what God’s kingdom is really like. Thank you for using simple stories, like
a tiny seed and a little bit of yeast, to help us understand something incredibly big. God, help us point to
Your kingdom in our homes, friendships, and schools. We love You, God. Thank You for inviting us to be
part of Your kingdom. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

SMALL GROUPS
Show Graphic: Small Group

(Dismiss kids to their small groups)
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Bible Story: The Story of the Lost Sheep ¢ Luke 15:1-7 (supporting 1 Timothy 1:15)
Bottom Line: Jesus made a way for you to be part of God’s kingdom.
Conversation Starter: What is the way to God’s kingdom?

Memory Verse: “May your kingdom come. May what you want to happen be done on earth as it
is done in heaven.” ¢ Matthew 6:10 NIrV

Notes
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Upper Elementary

Large Group

WELCOME

Show Series Graphic: KingdomQuest

Hey, everyone! Welcome to Flatirons Kids! And welcome back to Kingdom Quest! I’m so glad you’re here
today. If today is your first time, or your first time in a while, you made it! We’re pumped you’re here, and
we believe God is going to teach you something today.

We’re spending the whole summer talking about God’s kingdom. The full name of our series this month
is ‘Kingdom Quest—Seeking the Greatest Treasure.” God is loving, joyful, kind, good, just, and honest—
among other things. And God’s kingdom is where He reigns, and where those characteristics are the way
things operate! God’s kingdom is a great, great place!

Today’s Bible Story is one of the most powerful ones Jesus ever told. But before we get there, we’ve got a
game to play.

GAME TIME

Let’s play ‘Would You Go Back?’ I’'m going to describe a few things you might lose, and you decide:
Would you actually go back forit ... or would you just let it go?

If you WOULD go back, take 2 steps backward. If you think it’s NOT worth it, stand still. But you have to
pay attention- be sure not to knock over your friend in front of or behind you!

Gotit? Alright! Here’s the first one: Let’s say you’re leaving the house, and you forget your water bottle!
Butyou’re in a huge rush. Would you go back and get it?
(Pause as kids move.)

Okay, okay, some of you are deeply attached to your hydration, and some of you are like, ‘I’ll just be
thirsty forever.’

Next one: You’re in a rush again, but you forget your homework folder and need it for school. You
probably don’t want it, but you might need it. Would you go back to get it?
(Pause as kids move.)

Okay, one more. Your pet. Let’s say you’re moving, and you have packed everything up. But then, you
realize your pet is stillin the house! Would you go back?



(Pause as kids move.)

There itis. No hesitation. You’re sprinting back for that one! Of course, you’re going to get your pet!

You all can take a seat! Here’s the thing: Not everything is worth going back for. Some things are just ...
things. But something special, or someone? That’s different. And that’s what makes today’s Bible Story
so powerful. Jesus is about to show us who He’s willing to go back for.

That was fun! You all did great! You can go back to your seats now.

WORSHIP

Here’s the thing about worship: we’re not just singing words on a screen. Worship is reminding ourselves
of what’s true—what’s true about God, what’s true about how much He loves us, and what’s true about
how He never stops working in our lives. Even when things don’t make sense, God is still faithful. Let’s
sing!

Show Worship: Alive
Show Worship: Wake

I love worshipping God with you all! And here’s the best part: Worship doesn’t end when the music stops.
You can keep worshiping God all throughout your week by the choices you make, the way you treat
people, and the way you trust Him in moments that feel small or challenging. Let’s go ahead and sit down
and get ready for our Bible lesson.

INTRO

Show Series Graphic: KingdomQuest

All summer long, we’re going on a Kingdom Quest to learn all about God’s kingdom. But more than that,
as we learn about God’s kingdom, we are going to learn about its King!

(HOLD UP BIBLE.) Today’s true story for the Bible is from the book of Luke. Jesus heard the religious
leaders questioning Him. And instead of arguing, He told a story about a shepherd and one hundred
sheep. —a story that would completely change the way people understood who belongs in God’s
kingdom. Let’s check out our video!

BIBLE TRUTH

Show Video: Video WK2 So&SoShow

APPLICATION

Show Series Graphic: KingdomQuest



Today’s Bible Story reminds us of somethingincredibly important about God and God’s kingdom. The story
of the lost sheep isn’t just a cute story; it’s a picture of who Jesus is.

God wants everyone to be close to Him and a part of His kingdom. But sin keeps us from being close to
God. So, Jesus did what we needed to make a way for us to come back to God. He paid the price for our
sin. Jesus paid the price to bring us back to God. We were all lost, but Jesus made a way for all of us to
come back home to Him and be God’s forever friend!

Every single person had the same need. Every single person had a sin problem. And Jesus paid for the sin
of anyone who would choose to accept what He did on the cross. Jesus made a way for all of us to be a
part of God’s kingdom! And that’s what our Bottom Line today is all about. Let’s check it out!

Show Graphic: WK2_Bottom Line

[BOTTOM LINE] Jesus made a way for you to be part of God’s kingdom.

Say that with me! (Repeat with leaders and kids)

When Jesus told this story, He wasn’t talking about sheep and shepherds. He was talking about God, and
He was talking about you.

You are the very loved sheep that Jesus went after, so you could come home to being His friend. You
can’t earn God’s love, and you can’t earn what He did for you. You can’t earn what Jesus did by being
good, and you can’t pay God back. Just be the much-loved sheep.

Our Memory Verse this month isn’t just something to memorize; it’s something to pray, something to
trust, and something we can come back to all throughout our lives. It’s something Jesus taught His
followers, and we’re going to hold on to it all month long. It’s Matthew 6:10, and it says:

Show Verse: Matthew 6:10 NIrV

May your kingdom come. May what you want to happen be done on earth as it is done in heaven.
Matthew 6:10 NIrV

Say that with me! (Repeat several times with kids and leaders)

Great job. And remember, thisisn’t just a verse to memorize. It’s a prayer you can pray anywhere,
anytime. God’s kingdom, where He reigns, is amazing, amazing, amazing. God is good, and His kingdom
is so good! And God wants His kingdom—His goodness, and His ways—to show up in your life and in the

world around you. When we pray this verse, we’re asking God to bring His kingdom more to our world.

Before we head to small groups, | want to leave you with one last question to think about.



Show Conversation Starter: WK2

What is the way to God’s kingdom? In our Bible Story today, Jesus told a story that taught something
shocking about God. The religious leaders thought the way into God’s kingdom was by doing everything
right. But Jesus showed them something completely different—God’s kingdom is entered through Him.
He is the way. He’s the One who goes after the lost, rescues them, lifts them, and brings them home.

So as you head to Small Groups, think honestly about this question. Since Jesus is the One who makes
the way into God’s kingdom, what does that mean for you? What does it mean when you feel far away,
confused, or unsure? Talk about it with your group. This is a space to ask real questions and discover
what it looks like to follow the One who never stops coming after you.

Let’s take a quiet moment to pray together.

PRAYER

Jesus, thank You for being the kind of King who comes after us. Thank You for making a way for us to be
part of God’s kingdom, not because we earned it, but because You love us. Help us to learn to live in Your
love, and to offer it to everyone because You want everyone in Your kingdom! Thank You for being our
Shepherd and King. We love You, God, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SMALL GROUPS

Show Graphic: Small Group

(Dismiss kids to their small groups)
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Bible Story: The Story of the Lost Son » Luke 15:11-32
Bottom Line: God wants everyone to be part of His kingdom.
Conversation Starter: What is the requirement to be in God’s kingdom?

Memory Verse: “May your kingdom come. May what you want to happen be done on earth asitis donein
heaven.” ¢ Matthew 6:10 NIrV
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Upper Elementary

Large Group

WELCOME

Hey, everybody! Welcome to another awesome day here at Flatirons Kids! I’m really glad you’re here
today. This room is better with you in it!

Show Series Graphic: KingdomQuest

Welcome back to Kingdom Quest, everyone! I’m so glad you’re here! We’ve been learning about God’s
kingdom all month long, and the full title of our series this month is ‘Kingdom Quest—Seeking the
Greatest Treasure.’

So, whatis God’s kingdom? Well, God is good, kind, just, trustworthy, and patient—among other things!
And His kingdom is anywhere where He reigns. The kingdom is where the ways of the King are the way
things run! God wants to spread His good kingdom everywhere! And that’s what we’re going to learn
about today in today’s Bible Story.

Before we get started, let’s start with a game!

GAME TIME
Show Graphic: Summer Puzzle Pic
Let’s have a Summer Picture competition! This side of the room against this side. (split group into 2

sides)

I’ll show some picture puzzles on the screen. Use the picture clues to come up with a summer themed
answer. First team to shout out the right answer wins that round. Ready let’s play!

Show Summer Puzzle Pics and Answers
1: Road trip

2: Lemonade stand

3: Barbeque

4:|ce cream stand

5: Building a sand castle



Show slides—encourage teams to guess out loud. Declare a winner for each round.

Great job everyone! Before we get to our Bible lesson, let’s prepare our hearts to worship.

WORSHIP

Here’s the thing about worship: we’re not just singing words on a screen. Worship is reminding ourselves
of what’s true—what’s true about God, what’s true about how much He loves us, and what’s true about
how He never stops working in our lives. Even when things don’t make sense, God is still faithful. Let’s
sing!

Show Worship: Alive
Show Worship: Wake

I love worshipping God with you all! And here’s the best part: Worship doesn’t end when the music stops.
You can keep worshiping God all throughout your week by the choices you make, the way you treat
people, and the way you trust Him in moments that feel small or challenging. Let’s go ahead and sit down
and get ready for our Bible lesson.

INTRO

Show Series Graphic: KingdomQuest

This summer we’re learning all about God’s kingdom. As we get started talking about God’s kingdom,
I’ve got a question for you: Has anyone here ever made a choice that felt like the best idea ever ... until
about three seconds later when you realized, ‘Oh ... | have made a terrible mistake’?

Yeah, same. Maybe you decided to jump off the swing mid-air ... and you didn’t stick the landing so well.
Oryou told your sibling, ‘Go ahead, you can borrow my stuff,” and immediately regretted everything. Or
you ate something spicy and tried to pretend you were totally fine.

(Share an age-appropriate personal story when you thought something was a great idea, and it turned
into one big mess.)

(Hold up the Bible) Today’s true story from the Bible is from the book of Luke. starts with Jesus telling a
story about a guy who made a HUGE decision. Let’s check out our video.

BIBLE TRUTH

Show Video: Wk3 So&SoShow



APPLICATION
Show Series Graphic: KingdomQuest
Today’s Bible Story shows us something huge about God. Whether someone runs away like the younger
son or stands on the outside like the older son, our heavenly Father moves toward both of them. He doesn’t
wait for them to fix everything or earn their way back. He goes out to meet them because His heart is for
people to come home. That’s who God is—a Father who welcomes, restores, and celebrates.
And that’s what our Bottom Line today is all about. Let’s take a look!
Show Graphic: WK 3_Bottom Line
[BOTTOM LINE] God wants everyone to be part of His kingdom.
Say that with me! (Repeat with leaders and kids)
He’s not satisfied with empty chairs at the table. He wants the chairs filled. And He’ll make room when it’s
full! Not just for the people who look like they have it all together. Not just for the people who haven’t
messed up recently. Not just for the people who grew up in church. Everyone.
That’s why Jesus told this story. Because God doesn’t wait for us to find our way home—He comes toward
us. So whether you feel like the younger son or the older son today, the invitation is the same: Come to the
table. Everyone belongs in God’s kingdom.
Our Memory Verse this month is a prayer Jesus gave to his followers. He wasn’t just teaching people
what to say—He was teaching them what God’s heart is like. He wanted them to understand that God’s

kingdom isn’t distant or exclusive. It’s something God wants to bring into our world, our lives, and the
places where we feel lost or unsure. It’s Matthew 6:10, and it says:

Show Verse: Matthew 6:10 NIrV

May your kingdom come. May what you want to happen be done on earth as itis done in heaven.
Matthew 6:10 NirV

Let’s say it together! (Repeat several time with leaders and kids)

Great job, friends! When we pray this verse, we’re asking God to help us live His way so that our homes,
our classrooms, our playgrounds, and our whole world start to look more like His kingdom.

Before we head to small groups, | want to leave you with one last question to think about.



Show Conversation Starter: WK3

When have you discovered something new about God? Inthe story Jesus told, there were two sons
who couldn’t have been more different. One ran away and made a huge mess. The other stayed close but
still didn’t understand his father’s heart. And yet the father went out to both of them. He didn’t wait for
perfect behavior. He didn’t wait for the right words. He didn’t wait for them to earn anything. He simply
invited them home.

A lot of us grow up thinking we have to check certain boxes or achieve certain things before God will want
us. But Jesus’ story pushes us to rethink that. It raises a real, honest question: What actually makes
someone part of God’s kingdom? Is it being good enough? Is it getting everything right? Is it never
messing up? Or ... is it something else entirely?

The reality is, God comes to us. Will we receive His grace and love? Because if we do, He will change us
from the inside out. As you go to Small Groups, talk about it. Share what you really think. Listen to each
other. Ask questions. This is the kind of conversation where God can show you something new. Let’s

pray.

PRAYER

God, thank You for showing us what Your heart is really like. Thank You for being the kind of Savior who
runs toward us when we’re far away and invites us close when we feel like we don’t belong. Thank You for
making a way for us to be part of God’s kingdom, not because we earned it, but because You love us.
Help us trust that there is always a place for us at Your table. Help us see others the way You do. We love
You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SMALL GROUPS
Show Graphic: Small Group

(Dismiss kids to their small groups)
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Bible Story: The Stories of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl ® Matthew 13:44-46
Bottom Line: Loving God and His kingdom is most important.
Conversation Starter: What is most important?

Memory Verse: “Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time
we will gather a crop if we don’t give up. “® Matthew 6:10 NIrV

Notes
e Blue textis a cue for audio and visual slides.
e Red textis fornonverbal cues.
Inclusive Pro Tips %
GAME/STORY SUPPLIES Loud sounds, bright fghts,
e Bible Sndge groups om be
overwhelming or overstimulating
® for some children, To create
a more inclusive large group
experience, consider offering
WORSHIP e aar
. sunglasses, sensory-friendly
e Alive ftems, or access to modified

e Wake it



Upper Elementary
Large Group

WELCOME

Hi everyone! Welcome to Flatirons Kids! I’m so excited to see you here today!

Show Series Graphic: KingdomQuest

Welcome back, everybody! This month, we’ve been talking all about God’s kingdom! The full title of our
series this month is ‘Kingdom Quest—Seeking the Greatest Treasure’.

What is God’s kingdom? God is loving, joyful, peaceful, kind, trustworthy, and patient. His kingdom is a
place where those things fill everything and everyone. The kingdom is like the King! And God wants His
kingdom to spread everywhere.

All summer long we are learning about God and his kingdom---but before we jump into worship and our
Bible lesson, let’s have some fun with a game.

GAME TIME

Today we’re playing a favorite. It’s called ‘Head, Shoulders, Knees, Cup!’

SLIDE: Head, Shoulders, Knees, Cup! Title

| need players who think they have lightning-fast hands. First....find a partner, then we’ll give each paira
cup.

(Have kids pair up. Place one cup on the floor in between each pair.)

Here’s how this works: You’ll face your partner with the cup between you. When | say, ‘Head,’ touch your
head. ‘Shoulders,’ touch your shoulders. ‘Knees,’ touch your knees. But when you hear me say, “Cup,’
you grab the cup. The first one to grab it moves on to the next round, and we’ll play until there’s only one
pair left. The person who wins that round is the champion!

Oh, and by the way, if you grab the cup early? You’re out.

Sound good? Ready to play?



Okay players, hands down at your sides ... here we go.

Head ... Shoulders ... Knees ... Head ... Knees ... Head ... Shoulders ... CUP!
(The winners of that round move on to the next round and pair up with someone new; the losers of that
round take their seats. Repeat rounds until two finalists remain.)

Alright, championship round! You two have made it all the way here.
Hands down ... ready?

Head ... Knees ... Shoulders ... Head ... Knees ... Shoulders ... CUP!
(Declare the winner.)

Make some noise for our Cup Champion! And let’s give it up for all our players!

Let’s jump into worship!
WORSHIP

Here’s the thing about worship: we’re not just singing words on a screen. Worship is reminding ourselves
of what’s true—what’s true about God, what’s true about how much He loves us, and what’s true about
how He never stops working in our lives. Even when things don’t make sense, God is still faithful. Let’s
sing!

Show Worship: Alive
Show Worship: Wake

I love worshipping God with you all! And here’s the best part: Worship doesn’t end when the music stops.
You can keep worshiping God all throughout your week by the choices you make, the way you treat
people, and the way you trust Him in moments that feel small or challenging. Let’s go ahead and sit down
and get ready for our Bible lesson.

INTRO

Show Series Graphic: KingdomQuest

All summer long, we’re going on a Kingdom Quest to learn all about God’s kingdom. But more than that,
as we learn about God’s kingdom, we are going to learn about its King!

But before we talk more about God’s kingdom, | have a quick question for the room—raise your hand if
you’ve ever lost something, and the moment you found it, it was just the best feeling ever.

Exactly! It really is the best feeling! Here’s the thing: Sometimes, you find something small that makes
your whole day better, and other times, you find something so valuable that everything else fades into the
background. It grabs your attention instantly. It becomes the most important thing in the room.



(HOLD UP BIBLE.) Today we are in the book of Matthew. We’re going to look at two stories Jesus told
about people who discovered something just like that. Something so surprising and so valuable that
everything else shifted the moment they saw it. Let’s check out our video!

BIBLE TRUTH

Show Video: Video WK 4 So&SoShow

APPLICATION

Show Series Graphic: KingdomQuest

Today’s parables remind us that when people really saw the value of God’s kingdom, everything else
shifted. Not because the other things weren’t good, but because they finally understood what mattered
most. The man who found the treasure, the merchant who found the pearl, and even the disciples who
dropped their nets all had the same moment: They saw something so good and so valuable that following
God became the clear choice.

Our Bottom Line today helps remind us what’s most important. Let’s take a look.

Show Graphic: WK 4_Bottom Line

[BOTTOM LINE] Loving God and His kingdom is most important.

Say that with me! (Repeat with leaders and kids)

In both stories, the moment the treasure was discovered, everything made sense. The decision wasn’t
forced. It wasn’t stressful. It was joyful. Because when you discover something truly valuable, it becomes
clear what matters most. And that’s exactly what Jesus wanted the crowd to understand about God’s
kingdom. God’s kingdom isn’t something you add to your already full list. It becomes the center—the thing
that helps everything else fall into its right place.

Just like the disciples—they weren’t running away from their jobs or their families. They weren’t trying to
escape their lives. They simply saw something in Jesus that was worth more. Something worth following.
Their decision wasn’t about losing something; it was about gaining something far greater.

Let’s take a look at this month’s Memory Verse. Jesus taught these exact words because He wanted His
followers, including us, to understand what it looks like to want God’s ways. We can pray bold prayers
asking for God’s kingdom to come down to where we are.

It’s Matthew 6:10, and it says:

Show Verse: Matthew 6:10 NIrV



‘May your kingdom come. May what you want to happen be done on earth as it is done in heaven.
Matthew 6:10 NIrV NIrV.’

Let’s say it together! (Repeat with leaders and kids)

When you begin to understand how good God is and how incredible His kingdom is, it changes the way
you see everything else. Not because those things stop mattering ... but because you’ve seen something
that matters most. The treasure. The pearl. The kingdom and the oh-so-good God who reigns over it.

Before we head to small groups, | want to leave you with one last question to think about.

Show Conversation Starter: WK4

What is mostimportant? Today, we looked at two stories Jesus told—stories where people discovered
something so valuable that it changed the way they saw everything else. The treasure in the field. The
pearl worth more than every other pearl. And even the disciples dropping their nets the moment Jesus
called them. None of those people were forced to make a choice. They simply recognized something
better.

A lot of the time, our lives feel full of things that matter to us—our friendships, our hobbies, our goals, the
things we enjoy. And those things do matter. But Jesus’ stories invite us to step back and ask a big
question: What actually comes first in my life? What is the thing that matters most? Not the automatic
answer ... the honest one.

As you head into Small Groups, talk about it. Think about the things that feel important to you, the things
you chase, the things that hold your attention. And be open to the idea that Jesus might be showing you

something even better—something worth building your whole life around.

Let’s take a quiet moment to pray together.

PRAYER

Jesus, thank You for showing us what matters most. Thank You for the stories You told and for the way
You help us understand God’s kingdom. Sometimes, we get distracted by a lot of good things in our lives,
but help us see Your goodness even more clearly. Help us want what You want. Help us love what You
love. Jesus, thank You for inviting us to follow You, just like You invited the disciples. We want to put You
firstin the everyday moments of our week. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SMALL GROUPS
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(Dismiss kids to their small groups)
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