SEPTEMBER 2025 — WEEK FOUR | K1 SG

=g
&
&

\

N

WEEK FOUR - SEPTEMBER 2025 — KINDER/FIRST

Bible Story: The Kings | / & 2 Kings

Bottom Line: Be wise because your choices matter

Memory Verse: “It is much better to get wisdom than gold. It is much better to choose
understanding than silver.”- Proverbs 16:16 (NIrV)

Insight: God’s Message — What Jesus said and did impacts how I should respond to God’s
Word in my everyday life

Application: Wisdom — Finding out God’s best and doing it

Series Overview: This month’s theme —“Wisdomland: God can help you make the wise
choice”—is inspired by all the ups and downs of a theme park roller coaster. The kings of
Israel and Judah brought the nation to its pinnacle when they wisely chose to worship and
honor God. And they led the nation down some stomach-dropping dips and ultimate
derailment through their foolish decisions. Kids will discover that even though they may not
be leading a nation, their choices matter deeply in their lives and the lives of the people
around them.
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Connection Centers
Connect: a time that invites kids to share with others and leaders

What You Need: Activity Bins + Coloring Sheets (find on your shelves in space)

What You Do:
e PRE-CONNECTION TIME
o Before Kkids arrive, pray for your group before they arrive. Pray
for kids who will visit your group for the first time. Thank God
for reminding you that even kids make choices that matter. Ask
God to help your group see how their words, actions, and even
their attitudes can lead them closer to You. Pray that your small
group environment is a space where Kkids feel safe to learn, make
mistakes, and grow in wisdom. Ask God to give you gentle words
and creative ways to help them understand that being wise starts
right now!
e DURING CONNECTION TIME
o Greet each child by name and with a high five or fist bump!
= Make sure to grab second sticker from the child + place it
on your sticker sheet
o Invite kids who brought an offering to place it in the offering
container.
o Pull out your activity bins + set aside some coloring sheets for kids to
partake in your small group space
o Ask questions in order to connect with + get to know your few as you
partake in activities alongside them...you can use these :
=  “If you could have any superpower for just one day, what
would it be and why?”
=  “What's the best thing you did this summer? (Could be big or
small!)”
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=  “What's something super cool or interesting you know how to
do? (Like tie your shoes, draw a great picture, or tell a funny
joke!)”
= “If you could invent a new ice cream flavor, what would it be
called and what would be in it?”
o AFTER CONNECTION TIME
o Use this time to review over how to be successful in small group time
as well as Flatirons Kids by using the SG Structure 101 sheet
featured on your activity shelf
= (Go over each rule to create a great small group experience
o Transition into the Opening Small Group Activity

OPENING ACTIVITY
What You Need: N/A

What You Do:
Welcome kids by name as they arrive with a high-five, fist bump, or a wave.

e Invite any kids who brought an offering to place it in the offering container.
e Gather the kids together and explain how to play “Rock, Paper, Scissors.”
o Rock & - Rock crushes scissors.
o Paper U~ - Scissors cut paper.
o Scissors © - Paper covers rock.
e Divide the kids into groups of two and pick a group to go first.
e Chant together: “Rock, paper, scissors, go!” On “go,” encourage the kids to
show one of the three signs.
e Ifit’s a tie, instruct the kids to play again.
e Ifakid loses, have them sit down and cheer for others!
e Continue until there is only one kid left standing.
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Inclusive Pro-Tips:

e [fit is better for the group, play the game sitting down, and as a kid loses, have
them move their seat back.

e If kids want more time to think before voting, give them time to do so.

What You Say:

“That was so fun to watch! Each of you had to think fast and choose carefully.
Every day we make choices—some that are small, and some that are really big!
Wisdom from God is what we need to make the right choice! Instead of just
guessing like we did in ‘Rock, Paper, Scissors,” we don’t have to guess the wisdom
God has given us.

“Today in our true story from the Bible, we’ll hear about some kings who
made some BIG choices and why it’s so important to be wise because your
choices matter. Let’s go!”

We’ll wrap up the month in First and Second Kings. Yes, you heard that right —
we’re taking a high-level roller coaster ride through all the kings of Israel and
Judah! We’ll land on a few kings, like Rehoboam and Ahab, who led the people far
from God with their foolish choices. And we’ll highlight several more, like
Hezekiah and Josiah, who made wise choices, leading the people back to God.

KINGS + THE KINGDOM
[Talk About God | Bible Story Review]
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What You Need: “Map of Israel” Activity Page; Prepared craft sticks; black
marker

What You Do:
Gather the kids together around a table or in a circle on the floor.

Lay the map of Israel in the center.

Say, “This is Israel, the land God promised to His people! It’s where the
kings ruled, and where big choices were made.”

Use the craft sticks to walk through the Kings’ Recap from the Bible Story,
holding up the matching king’s name as you go.

NOTE: Call on kids in your group to help you hold the tongue depressors.

0 Kings’ Recap

Solomon ruled with wisdom at first. But later, he made unwise
choices. (Hold up Solomon.)

His son Rehoboam didn’t listen to wise advice and was very
harsh with the people. (Hold up Rehoboam. Encourage the kids
to give you a thumbs-down.)

The kingdom split! (Rip the map in half! Use the black marker
to label “N” for “Israel” and “S” for “Judah.”)

In the north, kings like Jeroboam and Ahab led the people
away from God. (Hold up Jeroboam and Ahab. Encourage the
kids to cover their ears!)

In the south, Asa, Joash, Hezekiah, and Josiah made wise
choices and led people closer to God. (Hold the craft sticks up
one by one. Encourage the kids to clap and celebrate each one!)

But after Josiah, the people stopped following God again.
(Encourage the kids to give you a thumbs-down.)

Inclusive Pro-Tips:

e Repeat each king’s name slowly and clearly, and point to the craft stick or
the map when referencing them. This helps visual and auditory learners stay

engaged.
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What You Say:

“Whoa, what a rollercoaster of choices these kings chose to make. Some kings
followed God, and the people were blessed. Other kings chose to ignore God, and
it hurt everyone! Yikes.

“Each of the kings had a big choice to make: Would they follow their own way, or
follow God’s way? Y ou might not wear a crown like these kings did, but we all
have this same choice each day. We get to make a choice every day: Will I follow
my own way, or will I follow God’s way?

“Friends, our choices matter. That’s why I’'m so glad we don’t have to make daily
choices on our own! When we choose to follow Jesus, He came to move inside of
us through the Holy Spirit to help us make the wise choice. The Holy Spirit
reminds us of what’s true. He helps us remember God’s Word. He helps us love
others, even when it’s hard. He helps us WANT to make the wise choice, even
when others around us don’t! I hope today reminds you that whether the choice
feels big or small, you can be wise because your choices matter.”

[Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate time you had to make a big
decision, and the Holy Spirit gave you wisdom. Maybe a friend wanted you to
join them in talking badly about someone else. Was it a verse you remembered?
Share how seeking God first changed your thoughts.)

WISES OR NOT SO WISE
[Live for God | Application Activity]

What You Need: “Wisdom Choice Cards” Activity Pages; Marker; Prepared
construction paper half sheets

What You Do:
e Before you begin, lay the construction paper in a winding pattern to create a
life-sized game board.
e Use a marker to label the first card “Start” and the last card “Finish.”



SEPTEMBER 2025 — WEEK FOUR | K1 SG

e Shuffle the “Wisdom Choice Cards™ Activity Page cards and place them face
down near the start.

e Divide your group into 3-4 teams.

e Direct each team to choose one kid to be their “game piece.”

e Instruct all of the “game pieces” to line up at the start.

e Choose a team to go first, a team to go second, a team to go third, and a team
to go fourth (if necessary).

e Say: “You all started the game off by making a wise decision! So you all
will start on the second space.”

e Instruct the first “game piece” from the first team to stand on the second
space.

e Draw and read a card to the team going first.

e Prompt the team’s “game piece” to move as indicated on the card.

o Ifit’s a wise choice, move forward 2 spaces.

o Ifit’s an unwise choice, move backward 2 spaces.
e Continue play in the same way with each team (with each game piece for
each team starting on the second space on the game board).
e The first team to reach the finish wins!
e You can also play until all the cards are out.

Inclusive Pro-Tips:
e [fit works better for your group, allow them to act out the cause/effect scenes
instead of matching them on paper.

What You Say:

“Wow! We brought a whole board game to life—that was SO fun! I noticed when
you landed on a choice that was not wise, it wasn’t so fun to go backward, was 1t?
The truth 1s that when we make unwise choices, it can hurt us or others. But when
we make wise choices, we move in a way that honors God and produces good
things!
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“I’'m so glad God doesn’t leave us to figure out wisdom on our own. If you ever
wonder what the wise choice is, you can ask God, talk to a grown-up who follows
Jesus, or open up the Bible to see what God says.

“Now, maybe you’ve already made the big choice to follow Jesus. (If you have,
that’s AMAZING!) And if you haven’t, you can always talk to me or a trusted
grown-up about that. But once you do follow Jesus, guess what? You get the gift of
the Holy Spirit! Every day, the Holy Spirit helps you want to do the right thing,
even when it’s hard. The Holy Spirit reminds you of what’s true from God’s Word.
And, the Holy Spirit gives you the power to choose God’s way instead of your
own!

“The next time you have a choice to make, like how to treat a friend, what to say
when you’re mad, or how to be kind when it’s not easy, ask God to help you be
wise because your choices matter!”

PRAYER TIME
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

What You Need: N/A

What You Do:
e Pair kids up!

o It’s okay if there’s a group of three.

e Say, “Today, let’s talk to God about the friend we’re paired with. Pray that
God would help them make wise choices this week! You can choose to pray
for them aloud or silently.”

e QGive the kids a minute to pray for each other.

e Close in prayer.

Inclusive Pro-Tips:
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e [fit works best for your group not to partner up, consider allowing kids to
spread out to pray independently.

What You Say:

“God, were so thankful that You hear every prayer we say. Thank You for loving
us and sharing your wisdom with us. Please help my friends here trust You and
follow Your way. Even when it seems like no one around us is following You, God,
please give us the boldness and wisdom to follow Your way no matter what! We
love You, God, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

[As adults arrive to pick up, encourage the kids to talk about how to trust God to
help us be wise because our choices matter.



